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New America Foundation

IN-Q-TEL and New America Foundation are Sister Organizations

Seen by many as a public policy and federal tax dollar funding manipulation program

Deeply aligned with Google and CIA Rogue operations.

New America

Formation 1999; 15 years ago (1999)
Type Public Policy Think Tank

Headquarters 1899 L Street NW, Ste. 400

Location Washington, D.C.

President Anne-Marie Slaughter
Website newamerica.org

New America is an American non-profit, nonpartisan[1] public policy institute and think tank focusing on a wide range of issues, including national security studies, technology, asset
building, health, gender, energy, education, and the economy. The organization is based in Washington, D.C., in addition to having a significant presence in New York City.

In 2007, Steve Coll, a former managing editor of The Washington Post, became President of New America.[2] Google's Executive Chairman, Eric Schmidt, is chairman of the
foundation's board of directors.[3]

In 2013, Anne-Marie Slaughter became President of New America, replacing Steve Coll.[4]
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History and mission

New America was founded in 1999 by Ted Halstead, Sherle Schwenninger, Michael Lind and Walter Russell Mead as a non-profit, public policy institute whose stated mission is to
"invest in new thinkers and new ideas to address the next generation of challenges facing the United States".[5] The organization has a staff of over a hundred employees and fellows with
offices in Washington, D.C., and New York City.

The organization continues to "emphasize work that is responsive to the changing conditions and problems of our 21st-century information-age economy" with "big ideas, impartial
analysis and pragmatic solutions".[5] Newsweek's Howard Fineman called New America a "hive of state-of-the-art policy entrepreneurship".[6]

Organization and structure

New America hosts talks and public events on their program topics. Pictured is author Cory Doctorow speaking about copyright in June 2010.

New America houses programs and initiatives that focus on specific domestic, economic and global issues.[7] New America also houses a fellowship program.

Foreign policy

New America's National Security Studies Program researches and analyzes a wide range of global issues, from the inner-workings of al-Qaeda to overall national foreign policy strategy.
With the presence of journalists such as Steve Coll and Peter Bergen, New America has carved out a policy niche in the issues of Afghanistan and counter-terrorism. Bergen, who leads
the program, is a CNN national security analyst and author of several best-selling books, including, The Longest War: The Enduring Conflict between America and Al-Qaeda.[8] Coll,
president of New America, has also written several books on al-Qaeda and Afghanistan, including the 2005 Pulitzer Prize winner for general non-fiction, Ghost Wars: The Secret History
of the CIA, Afghanistan, and Bin Laden. James Risen in the New York Times complimented Coll on "revealing how Saudi Arabia and its intelligence operations aided the rise of Osama
bin Laden and Islamic extremism in Afghanistan".[9]

New America also has a policy focus on the Middle East with its Middle East Task Force, directed by Leila Hilal, which covers analysis and commentary on the Middle East and North
Africa.

Technology

New America's Open Technology Institute (OTI) led by Sascha Meinrath has become one of the largest programs within the organization. Focus areas of OTI include wireless community
networks building, the creation and management of an open source platform that supports broadband research tools and speed tests, the development of a platform (called Commotion
Wireless) to lower barriers for building distributed communications networks, among other projects.

In the same vein of technology, New America's Future Tense initiative, a partnership with Arizona State University and Slate Magazine, explores emerging technologies and their effects
on society and public policy. Central to the partnership is a series of events in Washington, D.C., that take an in-depth look at issues that, while little-understood today, could reshape the
policy debates of the coming decade.

Economics

New America's Economic Growth Program, directed by New America co-founders Sherle Schwenninger and Michael Lind, aims to take a policy look at America and the world's
economic problems. In 2011, the program commissioned a paper "The Way Forward: Moving From the Post-Bubble, Post-Bust Economy to Renewed Growth and Competitiveness"[10]
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which warned of the severe economic problems America would face if continued on its current path. The program did not believe in immediate government deficit reduction; it believed
that will only make the situation worse. Instead, as stated in the paper, it had other suggestions, including investing in a sustained infrastructure program, lasting from five to seven years,
to create jobs and demand.

Formerly, the Committee for a Responsible Federal Budget was a part of New America until it separated to become the Fix the Debt campaign. The bipartisan Committee ran a number
of projects, including U.S. Budget Watch (www.usbudgetwatch.org), a project funded by Pew Charitable Trusts which reports on important fiscal issues relating to the 2008 election and
afterwards. One of its most recent initiatives is the "Go Big" initiative, which was created after the Budget Control Act of 2011, enacted in early August to raise the debt-ceiling and avoid
default. The effort urged a bipartisan 12-member Joint Congressional Committee on Deficit Reduction, also known as the Super Committee, with finding an additional $1.5 trillion in
deficit reduction by November 23.

Maya MacGuineas, who has worked at the Brookings Institution as well as on Wall Street, led the Committee and now leads Fix the Debt. After advising politicians from both parties, she
serves as a trusted mediator on budget talks between Democrats and Republicans.[11] In addition, in April 2010 the Committee's policy director, Marc Goldwein, joined President
Obama's bipartisan Fiscal Commission.[12] Goldwein, 26, was also named one of the Forbes' "30 under 30".[13]

Education Policy Program

New America's Education Policy Program comprises experts on pre-k to K-12 through higher education and into the workforce. The policy staff produce three blogs: Early Ed Watch,
Higher Ed Watch, and Ed Money Watch. It also comprises the Federal Education Budget Project, which serves as a "source of information on federal education funding for policymakers,
the media, and the public".

Fellows program

The organization provides fellowships to "foster the next generation of thinkers and public intellectuals" through the Bernard L. Schwartz Fellows program. The Schwartz fellowship
"supports talented journalists, academics and other public policy analysts who offer a fresh and often unpredictable perspective on the major challenges facing our society".[14] Current
fellows include Peter Beinart, Sheri Fink, Franklin Foer, Rebecca MacKinnon, Dana Goldstein, and Amanda Ripley. Alumni of the program include Jacob Hacker, Megan McArdle,
Katherine Boo, Robert Wright, Tim Wu, Chris Hayes, Romesh Ratnesar, and Dayo Olopade.

New America NYC

Launched in winter 2011–12, New America NYC is a new initiative that aims to further the New America's goals of research and policy innovation. The space, located in SoHo, hosts
several events each month generally focused on politics, media, and culture.

Published articles

Staff and fellows at New America are published regularly in leading national publications. Board members and fellows have written cover stories for a large number of periodicals,
including Foreign Affairs, Foreign Policy, The Wilson Quarterly, Wired, The New Republic, The New York Times, The National Interest, The American Conservative, The New Yorker,
The American Prospect, and Mother Jones.

2012 reports included: "The Outlaw"[15] by Steve Coll, which ran in The New Yorker and explores Osama bin Laden's life and his use of media to get his message out; "Romney Lays Out
Weak Obama Attack Line After New Hampshire Primary Win"[16] in The Daily Beast by Peter Beinart; and "An American Hospital: The Most Dangerous Place?"[17] by Shannon
Brownlee in TIME magazine.

On January 13, 2014, the NAF put out a report[18] by Peter Bergen a.o. on the effectiveness of the National Security Agency and its spying programs gathering big data, nationally and
worldwide, just four days before President Barack Obama's speech[19] on NSA reforms as a consequence of the disclosures since June 2013 by former NSA-contractor Edward
Snowden. The report found only insignificant or minimal influence by the agency's surveillance programs on cases of terrorism.[20]

Funding

New America receives funding from both the private and public sector. Seventy percent of its financing comes from private companies and individuals, while the rest comes from public
institutions, including the U.S. government. The list of organizations and individuals that supported New America in 2013 includes more than 140 contributors.

Board of Directors

Eric Schmidt

The New America Foundation's Board of Directors consists of 21 members. It is chaired by Eric Schmidt, Executive Chairman of Google, who succeeded founding chairman James
Fallows in 2008. Other members include:

David G. Bradley, owner of the Atlantic Media Company

Boykin Curry, former board member is what is now Public Prep Network

Francis Fukuyama, political scientist, political economist and author

Atul Gawande, surgeon and journalist

Ted Halstead, think-tank executive and author

Rita Hauser, lawyer and ambassador

Kati Marton, author and journalist
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Zachary Karabell, president of River Twice Research

Walter Russell Mead, professor of foreign affairs and humanities, editor-at-large of The American Interest

Steven Rattner, financier, former "car czar" for the United States Treasury Department. WHITE HOUSE EXECUTIVE IN CHARGE OF THE CAR FUNDING FOR THE
BAILOUT. INDICTED FOR SECURITIES FRAUD.

Anne-Marie Slaughter, political professor, former director of policy planning for the United States State Department

Jonathan Soros, CEO of JS Capital Management, senior fellow at the Roosevelt Institute and son of George Soros

Daniel Yergin, chairman of Cambridge Energy Research Associates

Fareed Zakaria, journalist and author

Helene D. Gayle, CEO of CARE International

William W. Gerrity, CEO of the retail company the Gerrity Group

Lenny T. Mendonca, former director/senior partner of McKinsey & Company. Authored the White Papers that Campaign backers used to sell Congress on
Department of Energy funding for Tesla, Solyndra, Fisker, etc.

Jeffery Leonard, CEO of the Global Environment Fund

Former Members

Liaquat Ahamed, investment manager and author

Laurene Powell Jobs is a former board member.

Leadership Council

New America's Leadership Council, chaired by Scott Delman, recognizes those individuals who contribute $25,000 or more to the Foundation each year. As members of the Leadership
Council, they participate in the intellectual life of the Foundation in numerous ways. For instance, they are invited to attend a special annual retreat with New America senior staff, Fellows
and Board of Directors, as well as a series of salon dinners. The Leadership Council currently has 17 members, which includes Craig Newmark (Customer Service Rep and founder,
craigslist.org), Leo Hindery, Jr. (Managing Partner, InterMedia Partners), and Neal Baer, M.D. (Executive Producer of the television series A Gifted Man).[21]

Advisory Council

New America's National Security Studies Program has an advisory council which directly works with Peter Bergen and Steve Coll to help advance the creativity and impact of the its
national security policy work. Co-chairs of the group are board member Fareed Zakaria, and Charles R. Kaye (co-president of Warburg Pincus).
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provided the initial impetus for investigations in the majority of cases, while the contribution of NSA's bulk surveillance programs to these cases was minimal. Indeed, the
controversial bulk collection of American telephone metadata, which includes [...], under Section 215 of the USA PATRIOT Act, appears to have played an identifiable role in
initiating, at most, 1.8 percent of these cases. NSA programs involving the surveillance of non-U.S. persons outside of the United States under Section 702 of the FISA
Amendments Act played a role in 4.4 percent of the terrorism cases we examined, and NSA surveillance under an unidentified authority played a role in 1.3 percent of the
cases we examined." Retrieved January 28, 2014.

21. Jump up  ̂Leadership Council | NewAmerica.net

External links

New America Foundation webpage

VIDEO – See Elizabeth Carpenter speak at the University of Wisconsin School of Medicine and Public Health – Health Care Reform: A Nonpartisan Look at the Issue Under
Debate

<img src="//en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Special:CentralAutoLogin/start?type=1x1" alt="" title="" width="1" height="1" style="border: none; position: absolute;" />

Retrieved from "http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=New_America_Foundation&oldid=630025180"

Categories:

Political and economic think tanks in the United States

Foreign policy and strategy think tanks in the United States

Think tanks based in Washington, D.C.

Organizations established in 1999

Centrist political advocacy groups in the United States

 

New America Foundation

From SourceWatch

Jump to: navigation, search

The New America Foundation is a Washington D.C.-headquartered think tank which states that it "invests in new thinkers and new ideas to address the next generation of challenges
facing the United States ... With an emphasis on big ideas, impartial analysis and pragmatic solutions, New America invests in outstanding individuals whose ability to communicate to
wide and influential audiences can change the country's policy discourse in critical areas, bringing promising new ideas and debates to the fore."[1]

The foundation, which was launched in 1999, has as its CEO Steve Coll, a staff writer with The New Yorker magazine while the chairman of the Board of Directors is the Chairman &
CEO of Google, Eric Schmidt.[1]
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Ties to Peter G. Peterson

The New America Foundation receives funding from the Peter G. Peterson Foundation.[2]

2014 Policy Brief Insisting that Colleges Align with the Common Core

In July 2014, the New America Foundation released a policy brief recommending that, rather than primary and secondary school education aiming to prepare students for post-secondary
education, higher education providers should change their teaching methods in order to accommodate Common Core State Standards. The report, titled "Common Core Goes to
College: Building Better Connections Between High School and Higher Education," suggests that "the widespread adoption of the Common Core State Standards (CCSS) and
assessments presents a new opportunity to bridge the gap between high school and higher education."[3] The report argues "that states' new college- and career-ready assessments
should, at the very least, provide an additional avenue for students to meet minimum college eligibility requirements, qualify for state financial aid, and place into the assortment of first-
year credit-bearing coursework offered by institutions."[3]

The report concludes by providing recommendations to higher education institutions in order to align teaching methods, teacher preparation, financial aid dissemination, and course
placement decisions with Common Core standards. Recommendations include that:[3]

Institutions with minimum standards for admission should amend those standards to include college- and career-ready assessment cut scores.

Institutions offering developmental coursework should base this instruction upon their state's college- and career-ready standards, and determine the success of those programs
using the state's high school assessments

For those states which continue to award financial aid on the basis of demonstrated academic merit, amend any criteria relating to assessment scores to include those from the
state's high school college- and career-ready assessments.

The report was funded by grants from:[3]

Alliance for Early Success

Annie E. Casey Foundation

Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation

Evelyn and Walter Haas, Jr. Fund

Grable Foundation

Foundation for Child Development

Joyce Foundation

Kresge Foundation

Lumina Foundation

Pritzker Children’s Initiative

William and Flora Hewlett Foundation

W. Clement and Jessie V. Stone Foundation

Funders

As of January 2013, New America Foundation's top donors included:[4]
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$1,000,000+

David and Lucile Packard Foundation

Pew Charitable Trusts

John D. and Catherine T. MacArthur Foundation

$250,000-$999,999

Aetna, Inc.

Arizona State University

BlackRock, Inc.

California Endowment

The Nathan Cummings Foundation

The Emerson Fund

Foundation for Child Development

Foundation to Promote Open Society

Google

The James Irvine Foundation

John S. and James L. Knight Foundation

[[Carolyn and Jeffrey Leonard]

Lumina Foundation

The John D. and Catherine T. MacArthur Foundation

Charles Stewart Mott Foundation

The New York Community Trust

Open Society Institute

Peter G. Peterson Foundation

The Pew Charitable Trusts

Bernard and Irene Schwarts

Smith Richardson Foundation

US Department of State

Wyncote Foundation

Funding from the Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation

New America has received at least $6,530,002 from the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation from "2009 and earlier" through 2013:[5]

2013

740,000 for global policy and advocacy

$200,002 grant from the Gates Foundation in order "to conduct research on the effectiveness and utility of exit exams and develop and distribute policy options for states as they
develop their Common Core assessment systems."[6]

2012

$1,450,000 for postsecondary success

$110,000 for postsecondary success

2011

$530,000 for postsecondary success

2010

$1,300,000 for global policy and advocacy
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2009 and earlier

$450,000 for global policy and advocacy

$1,500,000 for global policy and advocacy

$250,000 for global policy and advocacy

Personnel

Board of Directors

As of January 2013:[7]

Eric Schmidt: Chair

Liaquat Ahamed

David G. Bradley

Boykin Curry

James Fallows

Francis Fukuyama

Atul A. Gawande

William W. Gerrity

Ted Halstead

Rita E. Hauser

Zachary Karabell

Jeffrey Leonard

Kati Marton

Walter Russell Mead

Lenny Mendonca

Steven Rattner

Eric Schmidt

Bernard L. Schwartz

Anne-Marie Slaughter

Jonathan Soros

Daniel Yergin

Fareed Zakaria

Staff

As of January 2013:[8]

Steve Coll: President

Rachel L. White: Executive Vice President and Director, External Relations

Andres Martinez: Vice President, Editorial Director and Director, Bernard L. Schwartz Fellows Program

Sascha Meinrath: Vice President and Director, Open Technology Institute

Valerie Usher: Director of Finance and Operations

Kyle Ange: Controller

Senior Staff

Peter Bergen: Director, National Security Studies Program

Shannon Brownlee: Acting Director, Health Policy Program

Kevin Carey: Director, Education Policy Program

Reid Cramer: Director, Asset Building Program
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Jason Delisle: Director, Federal Education Budget Project

Patrick C. Doherty: Director, Smart Strategy Initiative

David Gray: Director, Workforce and Family Program

Lisa Guernsey: Director, Early Education Initiative

Leila HIlal: Director, Middle East Task Force

Gene Kimmelman: Director, Internet Freedom and Human Rights Project

Michael Lind: Policy Director, Economic Growth Program

Mark Lloyd: Director, Media Policy Initiative

MaryEllen McGuire: Executive Director, Postsecondary National Policy Institute

Sherle R. Schwenninger: Director, Economic Growth Program and American Strategy Program

Ceila Hartman Sims: Director, Postsecondary National Policy Institute

Jamie M. Zimmerman: Director, Global Assets Project

Leadership Council

According to the organization, "New America's Leadership Council, chaired by John C. Whitehead, recognizes those individuals who contribute $25,000 or more to the Foundation each
year. As members of the Leadership Council, they participate in the intellectual life of the Foundation in numerous ways. For instance, they are invited to attend a special annual retreat
with New America senior staff, Fellows and Board of Directors, as well as a series of salon dinners across the country."[8]

Scott Delman

Thor Halvorssen

George C. Halvorsen

Carolyn Kaplan

Justine Kilpatrick

Peter Marber

Craig Newmark

Robert H. Neihaus

F. Noel Perry

Fellows

Noah Feldman

Parag Khanna [9] [10]

James Pinkerton

Mark Schmitt is senior fellow

Contact Information

The New America Foundation
1630 Connecticut Avenue, N.W. 7th Floor
Washington, DC 20009
Phone: (202) 986-2700
Fax: (202) 986-3696
Website: www.newamerica.net
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Related SourceWatch Articles

Anatol Lieven

Frida Berrigan - Senior Program Associate
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External Articles

J.H. Snider, "Mixing Advocacy, Scholarly Research and Journalism: Can the New America Foundation Square the Circle?", PR Watch, February 26, 2009.
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Measurement Lab

An open, distributed server platform for researchers to deploy Internet measurement tools. The goal of M-Lab is to advance network
research and empower the public with useful information about their broadband connections. By enhancing Internet transparency, M-Lab
helps sustain a healthy, innovative Internet.
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Call for Proposals: International Commotion Mesh Wireless Projects

Wednesday, September 17, 2014

Application Deadline Extended to October 1 The Open Technology Institute is pleased to announce its first call for proposals from groups interested in implementing Commotion-based
wireless mesh networks. Due to funding restrictions, projects must be located outside of the United States.

The FCC must protect against further consolidation and preserve the open Internet we know and love

Sarah Morris

Friday, September 5, 2014

As a consumer of communications services, you’re undoubtedly concerned about monthly fees that seem to constantly creep upward; about the quality of the programming in your cable
package or the consistency of your Internet connection; and about your ability to both communicate with users around the...

OTI advocates for local broadband networks by submitting comments and joining a coalition

Patrick Lucey

Tuesday, September 2, 2014

The Federal Communications Commission (FCC) has been busy lately. In addition to reviewing comments about important issues like network neutrality, the proposed Comcast-Time
Warner Cable merger, and spectrum auctions, the FCC has also invited comments on two petitions that, if approved, could help...
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Hollie Russon-Gilman

Why U.S. net neutrality debate matters globally | The Hill

August 28 | The Hill 

Danielle Kehl

The Dangers of High-Tech Profiling, Using Big Data | The New York Times

August 06 | The New York Times 

Seeta Gangadharan

The Future Internet World Order | TIME Magazine

August 01 | TIME Magazine 

Robert Morgus
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Tech coalition urges support for Senate bill banning bulk collection of phone, Internet data

Robyn Greene

September 10, 2014 

Privacy groups pressure Senate on NSA

September 5, 2014 

Bipartisan Coalition Urges Senate To Hurry Up on USA FREEDOM Act, Slow Down On CISA

Kevin Bankston

Robyn Greene

September 5, 2014 

OTI Applauds Chairman Wheeler Speech on Broadband Speeds and Competition

Sarah Morris
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Technology Can Make Lawful Surveillance Both Open and Effective | MIT Technology Review

August 18, 2014 
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Representative Frank Wolf, Republican of Virginia, wrote to the Brookings Institution this week. Credit Gabriella Demczuk/The New York Times

WASHINGTON — Prominent Washington think tanks that routinely provide Congress with policy advice should refrain from taking foreign government donations, particularly from nations
like Qatar that have been associated with financing extremist groups, a senior House lawmaker wrote this week in a letter to the president of the Brookings Institution.

The letter from Representative Frank R. Wolf, Republican of Virginia, was in response to an article on Sunday in The New York Times that examined the relationship between think tanks
and foreign governments that have donated tens of millions of dollars in recent years to the nonprofit groups, often with an explicit goal of influencing American foreign policy.

Continue reading the main story
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Foreign Powers Buy Influence at Think TanksSEPT. 6, 2014

“When a lobbyist comes before an office, it is well known that they are representing a client or foreign government — and under the law they have to disclose it,” Mr. Wolf wrote in his letter
to the Brookings president, Strobe Talbott. “However, think tanks are supposed to be different; they are considered to be independent sources of information, and their policy
recommendations are expected to be in the national interest rather than their special interest.”

Brookings collects about 12 percent of its annual budget from foreign governments, with the biggest donations in recent years coming from Qatar, which in 2013 made a four-year
commitment to provide $14 million.

Mr. Wolf said Brookings should reject that money in particular because Qatar has been identified as supporting Qaeda-affiliated groups in Syria and Libya as well as Hamas, the militant
Islamist faction in Gaza that led the recent battle against Israel.

A Brookings spokesman and the Qatar Embassy in Washington declined to address Mr. Wolf’s criticism. The congressman made similar remarks on Tuesday during an appearance on
Capitol Hill, where he spoke to a group of federal employees at an event sponsored by Brookings.

“We’ve received a letter from Representative Frank Wolf,” the Brookings spokesman, David Nassar, said. “We will respond to Representative Frank Wolf.”

Brookings executives, in a series of statements this week, strongly rejected any suggestion that their scholars’ reports were influenced by donors in any way, or that it was acting as a
foreign agent, which would require it to register with the Justice Department.

“We do not sell influence to anyone, foreign or domestic,” Mr. Talbott said. “If we were for hire to advance outside interests, we would be in violation of the academic freedom of our
scholars’ work and our institutional mission.”

The focus on foreign donations has led some think tanks, like the Council on Foreign Relations, to point out this week that they operate without direct support from foreign governments.
“These policies were put in place to maintain and underscore the organization’s independence as regards to its agenda and what is written and said by its fellows, authors and speakers,”
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Richard N. Haass, the council’s president, said in an email to members.

Continue reading the main story

Continue reading the main story

(The council has accepted money from foreign government entities, including Aramco Services Company, a fully owned United States subsidiary of Saudi Arabia’s state-owned oil
company, and the state-owned Japan Bank for International Cooperation, which promotes overseas investments.)

The Times investigation found that some Washington think tanks, like Brookings, have signed agreements with foreign governments that explicitly request research work that often
overlaps with their foreign policy agendas. The most detailed request was included in the Norwegian government’s agreement with the Center for Global Development. It called on the
group to target White House officials and members of Congress, among others, to persuade them to double federal spending for an environmental program.

Organizations that receive money from foreign governments and then, working at their request, try to influence public policy or public opinion in the United States are generally required to
register with the Justice Department as a foreign agent. That requirement was included in a 1938 law over concerns that Germany was trying to spread Nazi propaganda.

The Times asked four lawyers with expertise in the 1938 law to review agreements between Norway and the Center for Global Development, and all four said the center should have filed
under the Foreign Agents Registration Act, often referred to as FARA.

“There were definitely plans to implement and shape both opinion and policy in the United States — which is the very basis of FARA registration and disclosure,” said Cleta Mitchell, a
lawyer specializing in political law in the Washington office of Foley & Lardner.

Two other lawyers said the Justice Department was almost certainly investigating the matter. “At a minimum, they will look into it,” said Joseph Sandler, with the firm Sandler Reiff Lamb
Rosenstein & Birkenstock, which advises clients on the foreign agents law.

A Justice Department spokesman declined to comment, other than to say that it routinely examines any evidence that suggests a party may have acted as a foreign agent without
registering.

“If information reviewed raises a FARA concern, the FARA unit will communicate with the entity for resolution,” the spokesman, Marc Raimondi, said in a statement.

The Center for Global Development issued a statement on Friday reiterating that its research and advocacy work “never has been and never will be compromised by the sources of our
funding.” Earlier in the week, it said that it was “reviewing our procedures with the help of outside counsel.”

The Times investigation found that at least 64 foreign governments, state-controlled entities or government officials had given a minimum of $92 million to a group of 28 major United
States-based research organizations in the last four years. The total is almost certainly to be higher, since only those donations made public by the think tank or foreign government could
be counted.

Brooke Williams contributed reporting.

A version of this article appears in print on September 13, 2014, on page A3 of the New York edition with the headline: Lawmaker Assails Foreign Giving to Think Tanks. Order
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Foreign Powers Buy Influence at Think Tanks

By ERIC LIPTON, BROOKE WILLIAMS and NICHOLAS CONFESSORESEPT. 6, 2014

Inside

Photo

http://www.nytimes.com/2014/09/13/us/lawmaker-assails-foreign-giving-to-think-tanks.html?_r=0#story-continues-4
http://www.nytimes.com/2014/09/13/us/lawmaker-assails-foreign-giving-to-think-tanks.html?_r=0#story-continues-4
http://www.aramcoservices.com/Home.aspx
http://www.saudiaramco.com/en/home/about/who-we-are.html
http://www.jbic.go.jp/wp-content/uploads/page/2013/08/440/jbic-brochure-english.pdf
http://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2014/09/07/us/07thinktank-docs2.html
http://www.fara.gov/
https://s100.copyright.com/AppDispatchServlet?contentID=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.nytimes.com%2F2014%2F09%2F13%2Fus%2Flawmaker-assails-foreign-giving-to-think-tanks.html&publisherName=The+New+York+Times&publication=nytimes.com&token=&orderBeanReset=true&postType=&wordCount=932&title=Lawmaker+Assails+Foreign+Donations+to+Think+Tanks&publicationDate=September+12%2C+2014&author=By Eric Lipton
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/todayspaper/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/subscriptions/Multiproduct/lp839RF.html?campaignId=48JQY
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/politics/index.html
http://topics.nytimes.com/top/reference/timestopics/people/l/eric_lipton/index.html
http://topics.nytimes.com/top/reference/timestopics/people/c/nicholas_confessore/index.html


Borge Brende, the foreign minister of Norway, in June at the Brookings Institution in Washington. Credit Stephen Crowley/The New York Times
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WASHINGTON — The agreement signed last year by the Norway Ministry of Foreign Affairs was explicit: For $5 million, Norway’s partner in Washington would push top officials at the
White House, at the Treasury Department and in Congress to double spending on a United States foreign aid program.

But the recipient of the cash was not one of the many Beltway lobbying firms that work every year on behalf of foreign governments.

It was the Center for Global Development, a nonprofit research organization, or think tank, one of many such groups in Washington that lawmakers, government officials and the news
media have long relied on to provide independent policy analysis and scholarship.

More than a dozen prominent Washington research groups have received tens of millions of dollars from foreign governments in recent years while pushing United States government
officials to adopt policies that often reflect the donors’ priorities, an investigation by The New York Times has found.

The money is increasingly transforming the once-staid think-tank world into a muscular arm of foreign governments’ lobbying in Washington. And it has set off troubling questions about
intellectual freedom: Some scholars say they have been pressured to reach conclusions friendly to the government financing the research.

Continue reading the main story

Selected Documents on Think Tanks and Foreign Money

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.nytimes.com/2014/09/07/us/politics/foreign-powers-buy-influence-at-think-tanks.html#story-continues-1
http://www.nytimes.com/2014/09/07/us/politics/foreign-powers-buy-influence-at-think-tanks.html#story-continues-1
http://www.nytimes.com/2014/09/07/us/politics/foreign-powers-buy-influence-at-think-tanks.html#story-continues-1
http://www.nytimes.com/2014/09/07/us/politics/foreign-powers-buy-influence-at-think-tanks.html#story-continues-1
http://www.nytimes.com/2014/09/07/us/politics/foreign-powers-buy-influence-at-think-tanks.html#story-continues-1
http://www.cgdev.org/
http://www.nytimes.com/2014/09/07/us/politics/foreign-powers-buy-influence-at-think-tanks.html#story-continues-2


 

 

 

1 Money and Influence in the Think Tank World

Foreign governments are a major source of money for think tanks in Washington, making donations, in many cases, with a goal of...

2 Center for Global Development and Norway

Norway entered into an agreement with the Center for Global Development, a Washington-based think tank that focuses on “how...

3 Atlantic Council and Norway

The Atlantic Council, which has experienced explosive growth in recent years, has negotiated a number of important, and...
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The think tanks do not disclose the terms of the agreements they have reached with foreign governments. And they have not registered with the United States government as
representatives of the donor countries, an omission that appears, in some cases, to be a violation of federal law, according to several legal specialists who examined the agreements at
the request of The Times.

As a result, policy makers who rely on think tanks are often unaware of the role of foreign governments in funding the research.

Joseph Sandler, a lawyer and expert on the statute that governs Americans lobbying for foreign governments, said the arrangements between the countries and think tanks “opened a
whole new window into an aspect of the influence-buying in Washington that has not previously been exposed.”

“It is particularly egregious because with a law firm or lobbying firm, you expect them to be an advocate,” Mr. Sandler added. “Think tanks have this patina of academic neutrality and
objectivity, and that is being compromised.”

The arrangements involve Washington’s most influential think tanks, including the Brookings Institution, the Center for Strategic and International Studies, and the Atlantic Council. Each is
a major recipient of overseas funds, producing policy papers, hosting forums and organizing private briefings for senior United States government officials that typically align with the
foreign governments’ agendas.

Most of the money comes from countries in Europe, the Middle East and elsewhere in Asia, particularly the oil-producing nations of the United Arab Emirates, Qatar and Norway, and
takes many forms. The United Arab Emirates, a major supporter of the Center for Strategic and International Studies, quietly provided a donation of more than $1 million to help build the
center’s gleaming new glass and steel headquarters not far from the White House. Qatar, the small but wealthy Middle East nation, agreed last year to make a $14.8 million, four-year
donation to Brookings, which has helped fund a Brookings affiliate in Qatar and a project on United States relations with the Islamic world.

Continue reading the main story

Some scholars say the donations have led to implicit agreements that the research groups would refrain from criticizing the donor governments.

“If a member of Congress is using the Brookings reports, they should be aware — they are not getting the full story,” said Saleem Ali, who served as a visiting fellow at the Brookings
Doha Center in Qatar and who said he had been told during his job interview that he could not take positions critical of the Qatari government in papers. “They may not be getting a false
story, but they are not getting the full story.”
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In interviews, top executives at the think tanks strongly defended the arrangements, saying the money never compromised the integrity of their organizations’ research. Where their
scholars’ views overlapped with those of donors, they said, was coincidence.

“Our business is to influence policy with scholarly, independent research, based on objective criteria, and to be policy-relevant, we need to engage policy makers,” said Martin S. Indyk,
vice president and director of the Foreign Policy Program at Brookings, one of the oldest and most prestigious think tanks in Washington.

“Our currency is our credibility,” said Frederick Kempe, chief executive of the Atlantic Council, a fast-growing research center that focuses mainly on international affairs and has accepted
donations from at least 25 countries since 2008. “Most of the governments that come to us, they understand we are not lobbyists. We are a different entity, and they work with us for totally
different purposes.”

In their contracts and internal documents, however, foreign governments are often explicit about what they expect from the research groups they finance.

“In Washington, it is difficult for a small country to gain access to powerful politicians, bureaucrats and experts,” states an internal report commissioned by the Norwegian Foreign Affairs
Ministry assessing its grant making. “Funding powerful think tanks is one way to gain such access, and some think tanks in Washington are openly conveying that they can service only
those foreign governments that provide funding.”

The think tanks’ reliance on funds from overseas is driven, in part, by intensifying competition within the field: The number of policy groups has multiplied in recent years, while research
grants from the United States government have dwindled.

Foreign officials describe these relationships as pivotal to winning influence on the cluttered Washington stage, where hundreds of nations jockey for attention from the United States
government. The arrangements vary: Some countries work directly with think tanks, drawing contracts that define the scope and direction of research. Others donate money to the think
tanks, and then pay teams of lobbyists and public relations consultants to push the think tanks to promote the country’s agenda.
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Michele Dunne resigned as the head of the Atlantic Council’s center for the Middle East after calling for the suspension of military aid to Egypt in 2013. Credit Global
Development Network

“Japan is not necessarily the most interesting subject around the world,” said Masato Otaka, a spokesman for the Japanese Embassy, when asked why Japan donates heavily to
American research groups. “We’ve been experiencing some slower growth in the economy. I think our presence is less felt than before.”

Continue reading the main story

Continue reading the main story

The scope of foreign financing for American think tanks is difficult to determine. But since 2011, at least 64 foreign governments, state-controlled entities or government officials have
contributed to a group of 28 major United States-based research organizations, according to disclosures by the institutions and government documents. What little information the
organizations volunteer about their donors, along with public records and lobbying reports filed with American officials by foreign representatives, indicates a minimum of $92 million in
contributions or commitments from overseas government interests over the last four years. The total is certainly more.

After questions from The Times, some of the research groups agreed to provide limited additional information about their relationships with countries overseas. Among them was the
Center for Strategic and International Studies, whose research agenda focuses mostly on foreign policy; it agreed last month to release a list of 13 foreign government donors, from
Germany to China, though the organization declined to disclose details of its contracts with those nations or actual donation amounts.

In an interview, John J. Hamre, president and chief executive of the center, acknowledged that the organization’s scholars at times advocate causes with the Obama administration and
Congress on the topics that donor governments have funded them to study. But Mr. Hamre stressed that he did not view it as lobbying — and said his group is most certainly not a foreign
agent.

“I don’t represent anybody,” Mr. Hamre, a former deputy secretary of defense, said. “I never go into the government to say, ‘I really want to talk to you about Morocco or about United Arab
Emirates or Japan.’ I have conversations about these places all the time with everybody, and I am never there representing them as a lobbyist to their interests.”
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Several legal experts who reviewed the documents, however, said the tightening relationships between United States think tanks and their overseas sponsors could violate the Foreign
Agents Registration Act, the 1938 federal law that sought to combat a Nazi propaganda campaign in the United States. The law requires groups that are paid by foreign governments with
the intention of influencing public policy to register as “foreign agents” with the Justice Department.

“I am surprised, quite frankly, at how explicit the relationship is between money paid, papers published and policy makers and politicians influenced,” said Amos Jones, a Washington
lawyer who has specialized in the foreign agents act, after reviewing transactions between the Norway government and Brookings, the Center for Global Development and other groups.

At least one of the research groups conceded that it may in fact be violating the federal law.

“Yikes,” said Todd Moss, the chief operating officer at the Center for Global Development, after being shown dozens of pages of emails between his organization and the government of
Norway, which detail how his group would lobby the White House and Congress on behalf of the Norway government. “We will absolutely seek counsel on this.”

Continue reading the main story

Parallels With Lobbying

The line between scholarly research and lobbying can sometimes be hard to discern.

Last year, Japan began an effort to persuade American officials to accelerate negotiations over a free-trade agreement known as the Trans-Pacific Partnership, one of Japan’s top
priorities. The country already had lobbyists on retainer, from the Washington firm of Akin Gump, but decided to embark on a broader campaign.

Akin Gump lobbyists approached several influential members of Congress and their staffs, including aides to Representative Charles Boustany Jr., Republican of Louisiana, and
Representative Dave Reichert, Republican of Washington, seeking help in establishing a congressional caucus devoted to the partnership, lobbying records show. After those
discussions, in October 2013, the lawmakers established just such a group, the Friends of the Trans-Pacific Partnership.

To bolster the new group’s credibility, Japanese officials sought validation from outside the halls of Congress. Within weeks, they received it from the Center for Strategic and International
Studies, to which Japan has been a longtime donor. The center will not say how much money the government has given — or for what exactly — but an examination of its relationship with
a state-funded entity called the Japan External Trade Organization provides a glimpse.

In the past four years, the organization has given the center at least $1.1 million for “research and consulting” to promote trade and direct investment between Japan and the United
States. The center also houses visiting scholars from within the Japanese government, including Hiroshi Waguri, an executive in the Ministry of Defense, as well as Shinichi Isobe, an
executive from the trade organization.

Continue reading the main story
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Foreign Government Contributions to Nine Think Tanks

Foreign governments and state-controlled or state-financed entities have paid tens of millions of dollars to dozens of American think tanks in recent years, according to a New
York Times investigation.
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In early December, the center held an event featuring Mr. Boustany and Mr. Reichert, who spoke about the importance of the trade agreement and the steps they were taking to pressure
the White House to complete it. In addition, at a Senate Foreign Relations Committee hearing later that month, Matthew P. Goodman, a scholar at the center, testified in favor of the
agreement, his language driving home the very message Japan’s lobbyists and their congressional allies were seeking to convey.

The agreement was critical to “success not only for the administration’s regional economic policy but arguably for the entire Asia rebalancing strategy,” Mr. Goodman said.

Mr. Hamre, the center’s president, acknowledged that his organization’s researchers were pushing for the trade deal (it remains pending). But he said their advocacy was rooted in a
belief that the agreement was good for the United States economy and the country’s standing in Asia.

Andrew Schwartz, a spokesman for the center, said that language in the agreements the organization signs with foreign governments gives its scholars final say over the policy positions
they take — although he acknowledged those provisions have not been included in all such documents.

Continue reading the main story

“We have to respect their academic and intellectual independence,” Mr. Otaka, the Japanese Embassy spokesman, said in a separate interview. But one Japanese diplomat, who asked
not to be named as he was not authorized to discuss the matter, said the country expected favorable treatment in return for donations to think tanks.

“If we put actual money in, we want to have a good result for that money — as it is an investment,” he said.

Qatar and the United Arab Emirates — two nations that host large United States military bases and view a continued American military presence as central to their own national security
— have been especially aggressive in their giving to think tanks. The two Persian Gulf monarchies are also engaged in a battle with each other to shape Western opinion, with Qatar
arguing that Muslim Brotherhood-style political Islam is the Arab world’s best hope for democracy, and the United Arab Emirates seeking to persuade United States policy makers that
the Brotherhood is a dangerous threat to the region’s stability.

The United Arab Emirates, which has become a major supporter of the Center for Strategic and International Studies over the past decade, turned to the think tank in 2007 after an uproar
in Congress about the nation’s plan to purchase control of terminals in several United States ports. After lawmakers questioned whether the purchase would be a national security threat to
the United States, and the deal was scuttled, the oil-rich nation sought to remake its image in Washington, Mr. Hamre said.

The nation paid the research organization to sponsor a lecture series “to examine the strategic importance” of the gulf region and “identify opportunities for constructive U.S.
engagement.” It also paid the center to organize annual trips to the gulf region during which dozens of national security experts from the United States would get private briefings from
government officials there.

These and other events gave the United Arab Emirates’ senior diplomats an important platform to press their case. At a round table in Washington in March 2013, Yousef Al Otaiba, the
ambassador to the United States, pressed Gen. Martin E. Dempsey, the chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, about whether the United States would remain committed to his country
given budget reductions in Washington.

Mr. Dempsey’s reply was quickly posted on the Facebook page of the United Arab Emirates Embassy: The country, he assured Mr. Al Otaiba and others in the crowd, was one of
America’s “most credible and capable allies, especially in the gulf region.”

Access to Power

Small countries are finding that they can gain big clout by teaming up with American research organizations. Perhaps the best example is Norway.

As one of the world’s top oil producers, a member of NATO and a player in peace negotiations in spots around the globe, Norway has an interest in a broad range of United States
policies.

The country has committed at least $24 million to an array of Washington think tanks over the past four years, according to a tally by The Times, transforming these nonprofits into a
powerful but largely hidden arm of the Norway Foreign Affairs Ministry. Documents obtained under that country’s unusually broad open records laws reveal that American research groups,
after receiving money from Norway, have advocated in Washington for enhancing Norway’s role in NATO, promoted its plans to expand oil drilling in the Arctic and pushed its climate
change agenda.
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John J. Hamre, the president of the Center for Strategic and International Studies, said that he did not view as lobbying his scholars’ advocacy on topics foreign donors have
funded them to study. Credit Drew Angerer for The New York Times
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Norway paid the Center for Global Development, for example, to persuade the United States government to spend more money on combating global warming by slowing the clearing of
forests in countries like Indonesia, according to a 2013 project document describing work by the center and a consulting company called Climate Advisers.

Norway is a major funder of forest protection efforts around the world. But while many environmentalists applaud the country’s lobbying for forest protection, some have attacked the
programs as self-interested: Slowing deforestation could buy more time for Norway’s oil companies to continue selling fossil fuels on the global market even as Norway and other
countries push for new carbon reduction policies. Oilwatch International, an environmental advocacy group, calls forest protection a “scheme whereby polluters use forests and land as
supposed sponges for their pollution.”

Kare R. Aas, Norway’s ambassador to the United States, rejected this criticism as ridiculous. As a country whose territory extends into the Arctic, he said, Norway would be among the
nations most affected by global warming.

“We want to maintain sustainable living conditions in the North,” Mr. Aas said.

But Norway’s agreement imposed very specific demands on the Center for Global Development. The research organization, in return for Norway’s money, was not simply asked to publish
reports on combating climate change. The project documents ask the think tank to persuade Washington officials to double United States spending on global forest protection efforts to
$500 million a year.

“Target group: U.S. policy makers,” a progress report reads.
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The grant is already paying dividends. The center, crediting the Norwegian government’s funding, helped arrange a November 2013 meeting with Treasury Department officials. Scholars
there also succeeded in having language from their Norway-funded research included in a deforestation report prepared by a White House advisory commission, according to an April
progress report.

Norway has also funded Arctic research at the Center for Strategic and International Studies, at a time when the country was seeking to expand its oil drilling in the Arctic region.

Mr. Hamre, of the center, said he was invited to Norway about five years ago and given a presentation on the Arctic Circle, known in Norway as the “High North.”

“What the hell is the High North?” he said in an interview, recalling that he was not familiar with the topic until then.

But Norway’s government soon began sending checks to the center for a research program on Arctic policy. By 2009, after the new Norway-supported Arctic program was up and
running, it brought Norway officials together with a key member of Congress to discuss the country’s “energy aspirations for the region.”

In a March 2013 report, scholars from the center urged the Obama administration to increase its military presence in the Arctic Circle, to protect energy exploration efforts there and to
increase the passage of cargo ships through the region — the exact moves Norway has been advocating.

Continue reading the main story

The Brookings Institution, which also accepted grants from Norway, has sought to help the country gain access to American officials, documents show. One Brookings senior fellow, Bruce
Jones, offered in 2010 to reach out to State Department officials to help arrange a meeting with a senior Norway official, according to a government email. The Norway official wished to
discuss his country’s role as a “middle power” and vital partner of the United States.

Brookings organized another event in April 2013, in which one of Norway’s top officials on Arctic issues was seated next to the State Department’s senior official on the topic and
reiterated the country’s priorities for expanding oil exploration in the Arctic.

William J. Antholis, the managing director at Brookings, said that if his scholars help Norway pursue its foreign policy agenda in Washington, it is only because their rigorous, independent
research led them to this position. “The scholars are their own agents,” he said. “They are not agents of these foreign governments.”

Photo

A drilling rig in the Barents Sea in 2012. Norway, which as a top oil producer has an interest in United States policy, has committed at least $24 million to Washington think
tanks in recent years. Credit Harald Pettersen/Statoil, via Scanpix, via Associated Press

But three lawyers who specialize in the law governing Americans’ activities on behalf of foreign governments said that the Center for Global Development and Brookings, in particular,
appeared to have taken actions that merited registration as foreign agents of Norway. The activities by the Center for Strategic and International Studies and the Atlantic Council, they
added, at least raised questions.

https://www.documentcloud.org/documents/1283973-2-cdg-and-norway.html#document/p53/a176156
https://www.documentcloud.org/documents/1283977-6-the-arctic-norway-brookings-csis.html#document/p10/a176193
http://www.nytimes.com/2014/09/07/us/politics/foreign-powers-buy-influence-at-think-tanks.html#story-continues-11
http://topics.nytimes.com/top/reference/timestopics/organizations/b/brookings_institution/index.html?inline=nyt-org
https://www.documentcloud.org/documents/1283976-5-brookings-general-with-norway.html
https://www.documentcloud.org/documents/1283977-6-the-arctic-norway-brookings-csis.html#document/p18/a176200


“The Department of Justice needs to be looking at this,” said Joshua Rosenstein, a lawyer at Sandler Reiff.

Ona Dosunmu, Brookings’s general counsel, examining the same documents, said she remained convinced that was a misreading of the law.

Norway, at least, is grateful for the work Brookings has done. During a speech at Brookings in June, Norway’s foreign minister, Borge Brende, noted that his country’s relationship with the
think tank “has been mutually beneficial for moving a lot of important topics.” Just before the speech, in fact, Norway signed an agreement to contribute an additional $4 million to the
group.

Limits on Scholars

The tens of millions in donations from foreign interests come with certain expectations, researchers at the organizations said in interviews. Sometimes the foreign donors move
aggressively to stifle views contrary to their own.

Michele Dunne served for nearly two decades as a specialist in Middle Eastern affairs at the State Department, including stints in Cairo and Jerusalem, and on the White House National
Security Council. In 2011, she was a natural choice to become the founding director of the Atlantic Council’s Rafik Hariri Center for the Middle East, named after the former prime minister
of Lebanon, who was assassinated in 2005.

The center was created with a generous donation from Bahaa Hariri, his eldest son, and with the support of the rest of the Hariri family, which has remained active in politics and business
in the Middle East. Another son of the former prime minister served as Lebanon’s prime minister from 2009 to 2011.
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But by the summer of 2013, when Egypt’s military forcibly removed the country’s democratically elected president, Mohamed Morsi, Ms. Dunne soon realized there were limits to her
independence. After she signed a petition and testified before a Senate Foreign Relations Committee urging the United States to suspend military aid to Egypt, calling Mr. Morsi’s ouster
a “military coup,” Bahaa Hariri called the Atlantic Council to complain, executives with direct knowledge of the events said.

Ms. Dunne declined to comment on the matter. But four months after the call, Ms. Dunne left the Atlantic Council.

In an interview, Mr. Kempe said he had never taken any action on behalf of Mr. Hariri to try to modify positions that Ms. Dunne or her colleagues took. Ms. Dunne left, he said, in part
because she wanted to focus on research, not managing others, as she was doing at the Atlantic Council.

“Differences she may have had with colleagues, management or donors on Middle Eastern issues — inevitable in such a fraught environment where opinions vary widely — don’t touch
our fierce defense of individual experts’ intellectual independence,” Mr. Kempe said.

Ms. Dunne was replaced by Francis J. Ricciardone Jr., who served as United States ambassador to Egypt during the rule of Hosni Mubarak, the longtime Egyptian military and political
leader forced out of power at the beginning of the Arab Spring. Mr. Ricciardone, a career foreign service officer, had earlier been criticized by conservatives and human rights activists for
being too deferential to the Mubarak government.

Scholars at other Washington think tanks, who were granted anonymity to detail confidential internal discussions, described similar experiences that had a chilling effect on their research
and ability to make public statements that might offend current or future foreign sponsors. At Brookings, for example, a donor with apparent ties to the Turkish government suspended its
support after a scholar there made critical statements about the country, sending a message, one scholar there said.

“It is the self-censorship that really affects us over time,” the scholar said. “But the fund-raising environment is very difficult at the moment, and Brookings keeps growing and it has to
support itself.”

The sensitivities are especially important when it comes to the Qatari government — the single biggest foreign donor to Brookings.

Brookings executives cited strict internal policies that they said ensure their scholars’ work is “not influenced by the views of our funders,” in Qatar or in Washington. They also pointed to
several reports published at the Brookings Doha Center in recent years that, for example, questioned the Qatari government’s efforts to revamp its education system or criticized the role
it has played in supporting militants in Syria.
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But in 2012, when a revised agreement was signed between Brookings and the Qatari government, the Qatar Ministry of Foreign Affairs itself praised the agreement on its website,
announcing that “the center will assume its role in reflecting the bright image of Qatar in the international media, especially the American ones.” Brookings officials also acknowledged that
they have regular meetings with Qatari government officials about the center’s activities and budget, and that the former Qatar prime minister sits on the center’s advisory board.

Mr. Ali, who served as one of the first visiting fellows at the Brookings Doha Center after it opened in 2009, said such a policy, though unwritten, was clear.

“There was a no-go zone when it came to criticizing the Qatari government,” said Mr. Ali, who is now a professor at the University of Queensland in Australia. “It was unsettling for the
academics there. But it was the price we had to pay.”
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